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AUguat 11, 1992 

Hr. Ed Osika 
Vnited Par~ city Minas 
309 xaarna Buildinq 
salt Lake city, ~tab 84125 

Dear Edz 

... _ .. , .. ·-

X have reviewed the report entitled •aeport of Drillin9 Act~vit1es, a1cbar~eon 
7l&ta Tailinqa site, summit county, Vtah6 prepared for EPA by their TAT 
contractor, Ecology and Environment, Inc. RPA did not aample the landfill 
we~LB, but meaaured water level• in the vel~s. sin~• they are evaluating 
uPCM'a concarna about the walls 4 conatruction. 

x am concerned that in reviewin4 the ~nformat~on re9arding the inDtallation of 
the landfill wells, the incomplete and incorrect information included in the 
TAT report will l•ad to erroneou1 eonclusiona. Firat, the concarna I 
initially raiGed, ab~t eomp:omiaia9 the integ:ity of tbe clay layer 
underlyinq the landfill, are absent from tha report. second~y, the photograph 
in Appendix D labeled wpa-19" is ~ from the 20-22 foot depth of MH-2 •• 
~ndL=atod, but L• f:om tho 25-21 foot doptb and eloarly ahov• the clay 
~terial at approximately 26.5 feat below ground au~face at HN•2. Thil split­
spoon aample is critical in determining the exact boundary between the 
landfill mato:ialg and tho undorlyin9 elay layor. Thirdly, tho d~illinq log 
in Appendix c does not accurately portray the location of the red-brown clay 
at MN-2. While the description is accurate (wood plastlo &Qd paper and a 
th!~, g~oy-blaok, ailty olay [lAndfill] grading to a :ed-b~own elay (eonfinin9 
layor]), there ia no indication of whara the contact between the landfill 
dabria and the red-brown clay is located. As shewn in photo PH-19, the red­
brown el•y w•• ihtorcoptad at appro~im•t•ly 2g.s f••~ below 9round surfaco in 
KW-2. fourth, EPA'' dacisicn not to sample the•• walls and to postpcne & 
daciaion on wha~ t~~ith them only exacerba~es the problem (i.e. the landfill 
continues to flood). ~inally, I hope that Mr. Troy Sanders, the repcrt•s 

·author, does not bear the brunt of the responsibility for this problem aa ha 
was not the TAT representative making critical decisions that led to these 
problems. 

t hope that the abova discus•ion ean be helpful in EPA's evaluation ot the 
dri.~linQ data. If you have some .adcUtional cont!A1:'ns or thera are parts of tho 
discussion that are unc1ea~, do not hesitate to call. 

~~j~~J~4~ 
David s. 'l'Ueaday / 
~rincipal Geochemist/Hydroqaoloqist 

I 

; 
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:109 KEARNS BUILDING 

SAI.T LAI<! CITY, UTAH 8410t 

Phone Number: 
Fax Number: 

(80 1 )532-4031 
(80 1 )355-8549 

Please deliver the following poge(s) to: 

Name 

] 

-fJ/1 
t-=..;:.:...:;..:.=..;:=.!..o!------+-~--..:...::....!.-.----·· --~---------f 

Fax Number Eo:;, .. J..9:J- tP.!3f 

TotcJ Number of Pc 

Comments or Special Instructions: 

If you hove trouble receiving this transmission, please call: 

----------at <son s32-4031 
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VIA FAX TRANSMITIAL & CERI1FIED MAlL - RETURN RECEIPI' 

Augustl2. 1992 

Mr. Mike Zimmerman, Environmental Protection Specialist 
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region Vlll, (8HWM-ER) 
999 18th Stree~ Suite 500 
Denver, Colorado 80202·2405 

Dear Mr. Zimmennan: 

Enclosed is a copy of a Iei:ter from our consulting Geochemist/Hydrologist 
which expresses his concerns regarding the "Report of Drilling ActiVities, 
Richardson Flat Tailings Site. Summit County. Utah'1 prepared for EPA by 
Ecology and Environment. Inc. 

Because United Park City Mines Company shares Mr. Tuesday's concerns. 
I forward his letter to you in the hope that it will be of assistance to EPA in 
evaluating U1e moniloring wells which wei"e in::;talled in U1e landfill. 

If we may be of future assistance in this matter, please advise. 

Edwin L. Osika, Jr. 
Executive Vice President 

ELO/Jr./rfmwr 

J 

P.02 


